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- Anyreplyre£Ldby!^ 

StatUS rned ^ ^ adjUStment ™™St ' ^ ° f 11,15 a § „y 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 February mm 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. owjs* Thio^- • 

_ This action is non-final. 

4® Claim(s) IMZandu^ is/are pending in the application 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is /are withdrawn from consideration 

5) U Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H C\^m(s) lMZand1±24 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

SC The specification is objected to by the Examiner 
«C The dra*„ g(s) filed on |s/ara ^ ^ 

12)U The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner 
Pnority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1l9and 120 

1 D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

14)D Acknowledgment is made of a Cairn for domestic priority under 35 u S C iT , 

a) □ The translation of the foreian lanr.ua™ n r § (6) (t ° 3 prOVisional Ration). 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
1 A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, Muding me fa se( ^ fa 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was ffled in m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 

eligibfe for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, and the fee se, forth in 37 CFR 1 ,7(e) 
i« been ,i mely paid, the finahty of me previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. 


Response to Amendment 

2. 


AmendmentCsubmittedas Paper No. 12 on February 6, 2003, has been entered Claims 

requested. New claims 23 and 24 have been added Thus the oendi™ ,i • 

inus ' me pending claims are 1, 3-12 and 

14-24. 

3. Amendment C is sufficient ,„ withdraw the 1,2, 2 - rejections set forth in sections 3-6 of 
over Leffingwe,, and Maeda, as se, form in section 8 of the tast Office Action 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4 - The text of those sections of Title 35 ttq r n A- * • 1 , 

ntie 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 

ma prior Office action. 
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5- Claims ,, 3-8, 12, 14-!9, 23, and 24 are rejected under 35 U SC. 103(a) as being 
unpatentab.e over US 4,505,960 ^ed ,o Leffingwel, in view of US 4,830 issued t „ Maeda and 

in further view of US 4,93,,477 issued ,o Shiiki e, a,, and US 5,035,275 .sued ,o Yamaguchi. 
Independent claims 1 and ,2 have teen amended with the hmitations of elates 2 and ,3 

however, claims 2 and ,3 were previously rejected under the cited combination 

Maed, Shiiki, and Yamaguchi. Thus, Cairns . and ,2 are now also rejection under the cited 

combination of art for the reasons of record. 

6- Ciaims 9, 20, and 2. stand rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
me cited Leflingwell, Maeda, Shiiki, and Yamaguchi patents, as applied to claims 

above, and in taker view of US 5,373,667 issued to Lemieux, for the reasons of record 

7- Claim 1 1 stands rejected under 35 Use 103(a) as being unpatentable over the cited 
Leffingwel,, Maeda, Shiiki, and Yamaguchi patents, as applied to Cairn 1 above, and in taher 
view of US 5,820,475 issued to Luna, for the reasons of record 

Response to Arguments 
«■ Applicant's arguments submitted with Amendment C have been fulky considered, but 
have not been found persuasive. Applicant traverses the rejections of unamended Cairns 1 and 
^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
denstty and thickness properties (Amendment C, page 6). m ^ ^ _ Mes ^ 
■he rejection has now been amended to include the combination of Lefftngwe,,, Maeda, Shiiki 
and Yamaguchi patents, as was previously applied to claims 2 and ,3. With respect to this 
combination of art, applicant Verses by ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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and m„,ded density f„ r punx)ses other ta ^ ^ fcy ^ ^ ^ ^ 

in response, the 6c( mat ^ has ^ ed ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
from followmg me suggestion Qf , he p . or ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ ^ 

differences wouid otherwise „ obvjous Se£ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
& Inter. 1985). 

Furthermore, i, is argued that i, wouid have been obvious to one of ordinary sl ci,l in the 
« .o modify the thickness and density of the underpad according ,„ Uffmgwe,, and Maeda 

oniyroutineskfflintheart ,„ re W, 205 USPQ2,5. .n particuiar, density and thickness of 
a foam underpad wouid directiy affect the amount of cushioning propel and weight 
underpad. Therefore, apphcanfs arguments have been found ur^uasive and the above 
rejections are maintained. 


Conclusion 

10. Any i» quily co„ ceming mis co^,^ or eMa ^ ^ 

Examiner shouid b. dieted to Chery, Juska whose teiephone number is 703-305-4472. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10am-6pm. 

If attempts to teach the Examiner by te,ephone are unsuccessfti, the Exanuner's 
supervisor, T OT e, Morris can be reached on 703-308-24,4. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where tins appiication orproceeding is assigned are 703-872-93,0 format 

communications and 703-872-93 1 1 for AtW Fmai „ • • 

>± 1 1 ror Alter *inal communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 
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